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The Gilmore Survey District is located in the Georges Creek Coal Region in the western portion of Allegany County. Set in the 
mountainous region of the Allegany Plateau geological province, the region has an insular character. The narrow river valley is 
roughly twenty four miles long and five miles wide between Big Savage Mountain and Dan's Mountain. 

During the early nineteenth century, the discovery of rich deposits of coal in the Georges Creek valley spurred the development of 
the region's coal mining industry. The Georges Creek Basin was the most important of Maryland's five synclinal basins "because 
of its seemingly inexhaustible and very accessible fourteen-foot thick vein of coal" (Ware 1991: 217). The mining industry, along 
with brick-manufacturing plants, ironworks, and other industries, prompted the growth of a series of towns along Georges Creek, 
making it one of the most densely populated areas in Allegany and Garrett Counties (Ware 1991: 14). 

In the 1850s, innovations in the area's transportation network further accelerated the region's growth. Numerous company towns 
formed, with distances between towns often measuring less than a mile. In many of these new towns, companies provided 
housing for their workers. This was probably the case in Gilmore, as the Midland Coal and Iron Company initially provided 
dwellings for its miners and later sold building lots to employees (Ware 1991: 28). Coal production in the region peaked in 1907 
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and declined substantially in the 1930s when most deep mines were closed. 

Gilmore is a small mining village founded in the second half of the nineteenth century and expanded in the early twentieth 
century. The village is approximately one third of a mile south of the larger mining town of Midland and approximately one and 
one half miles north of the town of Lonaconing. Centered along MD 36, Gilmore is approximately one half mile in length and 
approximately one quarter mile in width. 

Georges Creek forms the northwest border of Gilmore. The CSX Railroad, historically known as the Cumberland and 
Pennsylvania Railroad, runs northeast to southwest through the center of the town. At the west end of the village, a small metal 
girder bridge carries the railroad tracks across the creek. Several roads stem off of MD 36, including Miners Avenue, Buskirk 
Hollow Road, Elklick Road, Warnick Road, and Quinn Street. The terrain of the oldest section of town is flat, while newer 
housing has been built on the surrounding hillsides. 

Gilmore's primary structure type is residential. There are a few modern businesses, but no historic commercial or industrial 
buildings remain in their original use. Located in the center of town, the large Midland Coal and Iron Company Building (AL-V1-
B-167 - see individual DOE form) has been converted to multi-family housing. 

Most of the village's historic structures are vernacular duplex and single family dwellings. A dwelling type common in the region 
and in Gilmore is known as a "block" house, a two-story frame duplex structure that provided three or four rooms and sometimes 
a shed roof kitchen for its occupants. Many of these duplexes have been converted to single family homes. The town's one-and-
one-half, two, and two-and-one-half story buildings range between three to five bays in width. Most are side gable rectangular 
forms, though a few structures have gable end front facades. Most historic dwellings are of frame construction, set on stone 
foundations, and are covered with a variety of both historic and modern materials including weatherboard, asbestos shingles, and 
vinyl siding. Roofs are clad primarily with asphalt shingles. The houses set on small lots in close proximity to each other. 

In 1982, Gilmore was surveyed as a part of the Maryland Historical Trust's Coal Region Historic Sites Survey. Of the 55 
buildings documented, at least 12 are no longer extant. The 1982 survey identified four properties within the survey district that 
were assigned individual Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties (MIHP) numbers. Of these four buildings, only the Midland 
Coal and Iron Company Building (AL-V1-B-167) remains. The Michael's House (AL-VI-B-079), the Upholt Frame House (AL-
VI-B-254), and the Clark House (AL-VI-B-077) are no longer extant. Originally located to the south of MD 36, the Upholt 
Frame House and the Clark House were demolished and replaced by a cement block carwash and a landscaping business. 
Originally located to the north of MD 36 and adjacent to the railroad, the Michaels House was demolished sometime in the 
1990s. Informal interviews with local residents revealed that this house and many others located along Miners Avenue were torn 
down as a result of a 1996 flood. The Michaels House was part of a grouping of some of the village's oldest dwellings, located 
on "Tannery Row," all of which have been demolished. It is likely that Tannery Row is near the site of a tannery that operated in 
Gilmore until the 1920s when it was dismantled. 

Gilmore retains its historic location and an intact historic transportation network. The village's original design, shaped by 
transportation and topography, remains evident. Many houses were oriented to the railroad. Unfortunately, much of Gilmore's 
original worker housing, including several "block" duplexes, has been torn down due to the flooding of Georges Creek. As a 
result, Gilmore lacks cohesion as a historic mining village. Gilmore's setting maintains integrity, as the region has not 
experienced substantial development in the last fifty years. However, there are several modern intrusions near the village's center, 
including small businesses, such as a carwash and gas station, and late twentieth-century housing. While several dwellings retain 
visible historic materials, most have undergone alterations, such as replacement siding, altered fenestration patterns and materials, 
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the enclosing of porches, and the construction of additions. The workmanship of most of the village's structures is characterized 
oy simple construction methods and limited architectural detail. While Gilmore is associated with the coal industry, it is one of 
many small mining villages located along MD 36 and lacks distinguishing qualities. The loss of numerous nineteenth and early 
twentieth-century structures has impacted the feeling of a historic mining village. 

The Gilmore Survey District is not eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. It is not known to be associated with 
events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history (Criterion A). It is not significant for 
associations with the lives of persons significant in our past (Criterion B). The Gilmore Survey District does not embody the 
distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or represent the work of a master, or possess high artistic 
values, or represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction (Criterion C). The 
Gilmore Survey District is not being evaluated under Criterion D. 

References 

Dorsey, David. Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties form, Gilmore Survey District AL-VI-B-255. The Maryland Historical 
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AL-VI-B-255 

Gilmore Survey District 
Gilmore 1856 
Private 

Gilmore Survey District is located approximately one half of a 
mile south of Midland in the center of the Georges Creek coal region 
western Maryland. The architecture of Gilmore is characterized by 
vernacular-styled, duplex and single family frame dwellings. The 
typical vernacular house in Gilmore is 2 stories tall, rests on a stone 
foundation and has a gabled roof. 

Gilmore is a small mining village in the center of the Georges 
Creek coal region of western Maryland. The village located adjacent 
to the larger town of Midland, was probably built early in the second 
half of the 19th century. 
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Gilmore Survey District is located approximately one-half of a mile 
south of Midland in the center of the Georges Creek coal region of western 
Maryland. Maryland Route 36 and the C&P Railroad run NE to SW through 
the center of the town. The terrain of the survey district is flat. 

The architecture of Gilmore is characterized by vernacular-styled 
duplex and single family, frame dwellings. The typical vernacular house 
in Gilmore is 2 stories tall, rests on a stone foundation and has a 
gabled roof. It is either rectangular or is based on the ell plan. Several 
of the buildings have shed-roofed additons added to their rear elevations 
giving them the saltbox shape common to the mining region. Examples are 
#5 and #35 on the attached map. 

The large Midland Coal and Iron Company building (AL-VI-B-167) in the 
center of the town is a 2h story, 6 bay by 4 bay frame structure, It rests 
on a stone foundation and has a gabled roof. Two entrances on the basement 
level are each flanked by fixed fair light windows. Paired round-headed 
windows at the attic level indicate an Italianate influence on the design 
of the builing. 

The Michaels House (AL-VI-B-079) is an example of the Gothic Revival 
architecture popular at the mid-19th century. The 2% story, 3 bay by 2 
bay frame building exhibits decorative elements common to the style. 
These include the intricate gingerbread ornamentation and bracketing of 
the eaves and the transom and sidelights surrounding the entrance. 
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125S 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Gilmore is a small mining village in the center of the Georges Creek 
coal region of western Maryland. The village located adjacent to the 
larger town of Midland, was probably built early in the second half of 
the 19th century. 

New mines were being opened in the area south of Frostburg following the 
completion in 1857 of the Cumberland and Pennsylvania Railroad between 
Frostburg and Lonaconing-t As was characteristic of the mining region, 
as new mines opened, villages soon appeared near thenr. It is possible 
that Gilmore was a company town owned by the Midland Coal and Iron Company, 
whose offices, store, and dumphouse were located there3 In 1856 the 
company was building double houses for miners at a cost of $400.00 each4 
In 1864 the assets of the Midland Coal and Iron Company were acquired by 
the Hampshire and Baltimore Coal Company which operated a mine near 
Midland during the 1870's.5 

Footnotes 

1 
Thomas and Wil l iams, His to ry of Allegany County, Vol. I , Ba l t imore : 

Regional Pub l i sh ing Company, 1969, pp. 538-539. 

C a t h e r i n e Harvey, The Best-Dressed Miners , Life and Labor i n t h e Maryland Coal 
Region, 1835-1910, I t h i c a : Cornel l Univ. P r e s s , 1969, p . 9 0 . 

3Allegany Equity Case #1416, Exhib i t #1 (See Al-VI-B-167) 
A 
Katern ie Harvey, p . 83. 

Allegany County Land Records, Liber 2 1 , Fo l io 511 (See AL-VI-B-167). 
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photo #1, looking southwest 
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photo #2, looking southwest 
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